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QUALIFICATIONS



Qualifications 
of HEIs but …
other routes 
available too

SVQ = Scottish 
Vocational 
Qualifications

SCQF



PROVISION



Universities – typical 4 years degrees

ANCIENT

St Andrews, Aberdeen, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh

1960s ROYAL CHARTER

Dundee, Heriot-Watt, 
Stirling, Strathclyde

POST-1992

Abertay, Napier, 
Caledonian, Queen 

Margaret, Robert Gordon, 
West of Scotland

SPECIALIST/OTHER

GSArts, RConservatoireS, 
Open University, 

Scotland’s Rural College, 
Highlands and Islands

Further and 

Higher 

Education 

(Scotland) 

Act 1992

Robins 

Report 1963



Universities



Universities

7 MAY 2026 – HOLYROOD ELECTIONS



Colleges

Further and Higher Education 

(Scotland) Act 1992

Incorporated Colleges

2011 → 41 Colleges

Post-16 Education (Scotland) 

Act 2013

13 Regions

Mergers

UHI as FE / HE institution 

with 48 campuses



Apprenticeships



Apprenticeships



STREAMLINING



Example: ‘articulation’

• Transition from College to University
• Commissioner for Fair Access
 Professor John McKendrick
• Articulation mainly College –> post-1992
• Commissioner asks for more detailed data



TQEF Scotland’s Tertiary Quality 
Enhancement Framework

• Support more effective collaboration across colleges and universities, removing barriers to 
the sharing of innovation and learning, thereby promoting tertiary collaborations, where 
institutions wish to do so.

• Foster a shared learning community leading to a common language and culture around 
learning and teaching across the tertiary system.

• Implemented from academic year 2024-2025 onwards





Withers Report 2023

15 RECOMMENDATIONS
Stronger leadership, coherent narrative
Sector oversight, national and regional 
planning
Establish single national funding body
Process of funding allocations
New qualifications body
Comprehensive audit of pathways and 
qualifications
Digital training record
Skills Development Scotland Reform
Employers Board and Forum
Enterprise agencies, business investment
Clarity on entry points for users



New qualifications body

REBRAND OR RESET?



Funding and Governance



Funding and Governance

National Funding Strategy
The Scottish ministers must prepare a national funding strategy for 
tertiary education, skills and apprenticeships. Needs to set out:
        - skills needs              - priorities                  - outcomes
Focus on coherent provision – duty of Council 
     (a) further and higher education by post-16 education bodies
     (b) Scottish apprenticeships and work-based learning

Review of credit-based funding model → College courses
Engagement with trade unions, students and external partners



Funding and Governance

National Funding Strategy

Remains partner in 

apprenticeships and 

work-based learning

Careers service

Skills forecasting

Governance 

and funding 

transfer

Bill passed by 75 votes to 46

FOR – SNP Greens

AGAINST – Conservative Labour



Future Framework for the Sustainability 

and Success of Scotland’s Universities

PHASE 1
Evidence base / 

future role

PHASE 2
Efficiency and 
transformation

PHASE 3
Development of 
Policy solutions



ONGOING CHALLENGES



Where Next?

TIME FOR A RETHINK

1. Funding system is unsustainable

2. ‘No tuition fees’ stance forces intake of foreign students

3. Home students experience difficulties to enter Ancient 

universities

4. Four years degrees are expensive

5. College sector in crisis with 92% of them in deficit

6. Colleges run the risk to be penalised when reacting to 

employment needs

Need for further streamlining through institutional cooperation and 

regional collaborations, shared services, mergers?

Future Framework for Universities work is also needed for Colleges



Thank you!

Questions?
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